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Upcoming Events and Dates National Law Enforcement
Appreciation Day
nd
Feb. 2™ ¢ Groundhog Day January 9th has been designated as

National Law Enforcement Appreciation
Day. The Franklin County Sheriff's Office is
Feb. 14thCi - £ § yﬁai y S03 honored being a part of a national law
enforcement community and we are very
Feb.15"-t NEaA A RS YU Q& 5 I afpreciative of the county we live in.

Feb. 7" ¢ Super Bowl Sunday

Lessen the Spread Even with the challenges of 2020, our office
has been overwhelmed with the outpouring
of support during this trying year. We
received calls, comments, food gifts and

Be aware of different levels of risk in different settings.

other ways of positive replies.

There are certain places where COVID-19 spreads more easily:

Crowded Close-contact Confined and
places settings enclosed spaces
with many people Especially where with poor
nearby people have close- ventilation

range conversations

______ The risk is higher in places where
e these factors overlap.

/ 4 Even as restrictions are lifted, consider
where you are going and #StaySafe by

avoiding the Three Cs.
WHAT SHOULD YOU DO?
< . +
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Avoid crowded Maintain af When possible, Keep hands Wear o mask if
places and limit least 1m open windows clean cnd requested
fime in distance and dooars for cover coughs or if physical
enclosed from others ventilation and sneezes distancing is
spaces not possible:

So, as we celebrate NLEAD, we salute all the

If you are unwell, stay home unless to seek urgent medical care.

residents of Franklin County and we are
trusting for a better 2021.
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FCSO Presents Awards

Recently, the Office of the Sheriff gave out
several more awards to members. Typically,
these awards would have been presented
at our annual award ceremony, but was
cancelled due to COVID.

SECOND
McFarling

PHOTO:
received

Investigator

the

Steve
"“Shining Star"

L - R > Donna Kelley (35 years with FCSO),
Sheriff Overton and Camille Bower (5 years
of service)

Award for his work on a major break-in
during 2020.

THIRD PHOTO: L - R > Deputy Dylan Smith
and Sgt. Steve Grantham received the
"Shining Star" Award for a lifesaving event
in which they performed CPR on a subject

until rescue arrived.

Sheriff Overton stated how exceptional
each of these individuals were to the Office
of the Sheriff. "I am honored for these men
to be a of our

and women part

organization. We are a better agency

because of their hard work and dedication."
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New Phone Law

The new code 46.2-818.2 has been in effect
since January 1 of this year. The law states
it is unlawful for any person to operate a
moving motor vehicle on the highways
while holding a cell phone. There are
exemptions, mostly for emergency and
involving emergency vehicles. The main
focus of the law is to keep people safe on
our roads. Put the phone down while
driving

County Receives Winter Weather

Franklin County was the recipient of two

snow events toward the end of January. On
the 27", the county received just a dusting
in most areas, but on the night of January
30" / morning of the 31%, snowfall totals

N} y3ISR
of the Sheriff posted weather/ road/ court/
information during these storm related
events. We also provided the residents with
contact information for Appalachian Power,
Virginia Department of Transportation and
our E911 Dispatch Center.

Indictments

On January 4th, 2021, Franklin County
{ K S NJOfFicE Qidvestigators presented
evidence to the Franklin County Grand Jury
Indictments were issued for the following
individuals and charges:
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vdzQ{ KI 6y caNoy-Ghgital First
Degree Murder (1 count),

Malicious
Wounding (1 count), Conspiracy to Commit
Burglary (1 count), Robbery of Residence
with a Gun (2 counts), Conspiracy to
Commit Robbery (2 counts), Statutory
Burglary of Dwelling (1 count), Larceny of
Firearm (1 count), and Firearm Use in
Commission of a Felony (5 counts).
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Murder (1 count), Malicious Wounding (1

count), Robbery of Residence with a Gun (2
counts), Larceny of Firearm (1 count),
Statutory Burglary of Dwelling (1 count),
Conspiracy to Commit Burglary (1 count),
Conspiracy to Commit Robbery (2 counts),
and Firearm Use in Commission of a Felony
(5 counts).

Sean Schwallenberg ¢ Non-Capital First
Degree Murder (1 count), Malicious
Wounding (1 count), Conspiracy to Commit
Burglary (1 count), Robbery of Residence

with a Gun (1 count), Statutory Burglary of
Dwelling (1 count), Larceny of Firearm (1
count), Conspiracy to Commit Robbery (2
counts), and Firearm Use in Commission of
a Felony (4 counts).

Leon Mitchell - Non-Capital First Degree
Murder (1 count), Malicious Wounding (1
count), Robbery of Residence with a Gun (1
count), Larceny of Firearm (1 count),
Statutory Burglary of Dwelling (1 count),
Conspiracy to Commit Burglary (1 count),
Conspiracy to Commit Robbery (2 counts)
and Firearm Use in Commission of a Felony
(4 counts)
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Burglary Arrest

On January 20th, 2021, Investigators with
GKS CNIYyltAYy [ 2dzyie
two arrests for the Burglary at the Smith
Mountain Lake 4H Center on January 16th,
2021.

Brian Keith Gillespie, 41 years old of Rocky
Mount, VA was charged with Felony
Burglary and Grand Larceny. He was given a
$2,500 secured bond.
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Samuel Armando Diaz, 35 vyears old of
Rocky Mount, VA was charged with Felony
Burglary and Grand Larceny. Diaz is being
held at the Franklin County Jail with no
bond.

In addition, on January 20th, 2021, the
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stolen pickup truck in the possession of
John Bradford Altice, 47 years old of Rocky
Mount, VA. Altice was arrested and charged
with Felony Burglary and Grand Larceny. He
is being held at the New River Valley
Regional Jail in Dublin, VA.




